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Pur pose
The purpose of this docunent is to establish Departnment
of Correction policy governing research and eval uation

wi thin the departnent.

Statutory Authorization

These regul ations are issued pursuant to MG L. c. 124,
s. 1(c), (k), (qg), and consistent with MGL. c. 6,
S.s. 167-178.

Cancel |l ati on

These regul ati ons cancel all previous departnent policy
statenents, bulletins, directives, orders, notices,
rules or regul ations regardi ng research and eval uati on.



180. 04

180. 05

180. 06

Applicability

These regulations apply to all departnent mangers,
enpl oyees and correctional institutions.

Access to Regul ati ons

103 CVR 180.00 will be maintained within the centra
policy file of the Departnent and will be accessible to
all departnent enployees. A copy of 103 CWVR 180.00
shall also be mintained in each superintendent's
central policy file, and at each inmate |ibrary.

Definitions

Crimnal Hi story Systens Board - The Crimnal Hi story
Systens Board (CHSB) is the board responsible for
regul ating the collection, storage, dissem nation, and
usage of CORI.

Crimnal Ofender Record Information (CORI) - CORI
means records and data in any comunicable form
conpiled by a crimnal justice agency which concerns an
identifiable individual and relates to the nature or
di sposition of a crimnal charge, an arrest, a pretrial
proceedi ng, other judicial proceedings, sentencing,
i ncarceration, rehabilitation or rel ease.

Department - The departnent refers to the Departnent of
Correction.

Departnent Research - Departnent research refers to
studies conducted by enployees of the departnent
usually by, or in conjunction wth, the Research
Di vision of the departnent.

Medi cal Research - Medical research shall include, but
not be limted to, nedical experinents, cosnetic and
phar maceuti cal studies using i nmate subjects.

Qutside Research - Qutside research refers to studies
conducted by individuals from universities, research
firms, or by soneone other than a DOC enpl oyee.

Princi pal Researcher - The principal researcher is the
person who provides on-site supervision of a research
study, and is responsible for the detail ed conduct of
t he research

Research Manager - The research nmanager refers to the
research manager of the departnent.




180. 07

Soci al Science Research - Social science research shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, studies involving the

use of i ntervi ews, guestionnaires, partici pant
observation and reviews of case records. It shall not
i nclude any study which will expose research subjects

to the possibility of physical, physiological, or other
harm as a consequence of their participation in the
st udy.

Superintendent - Superintendent refers to the chief
adm nistrative officer of a correctional facility.

Medi cal Research

Inmates wthin the custody of the Departnment of
Correction shall not be permtted to participate in
medi cal , pharmaceutical, or cosnetic experinents. 103
CVR 180. 00 does not preclude inmates from partici pating
in clinical trials conducted under applicable federa
and state |law when the nedical provider(s) for the
Depart nent of Correction det er m nes t hat such
participation is nedically appropriate for a specific
i nmate, and provided that:

(1) Al proposals for clinical trials under 103 CMR
180. 00 shall be submtted to the Associ ate Conmm ssi oner
of Health Services for review and approval. A copy of
all proposals shall be kept on file in the central
office research division of the Depart nent of
Correction;

(2) Al proposals for clinical trials under 103 CMR
180. 00 nust conformto the requirenents of the Code of
Federal Regulations (45 CFR 46), establishing specia

provi sions which protect prisoners involved as human
subjects in research activities, and applicable state
I aw;

(3) Al clinical trials under 103 CMR 180.00 shall be
conducted wunder conditions approved by the Associate
Comm ssioner of Health Services. The Health Services
Division of the Departnent of Correction shall
establish policies consistent with 103 CVR 180. 00.

(See 103 DOC 662 Inmate Enrollnment in Cinical Trials).

(4) Nothing in 103 CWVR 180.00 shall be construed as
affording any inmate a protected right to participate
in clinical trials or as creating any private right of
action to enforce the provisions of 103 CVR 180.07 not
ot herwi se avail able by | aw



180. 08

Application to Conduct Qutside Social Science Research

Every application to conduct outside research shal
i nclude the foll ow ng information:

1

2.

title of study;

name, addr ess, and tel ephone nunber of the
princi pal researcher and all research staff;

an endor senent by a recogni zed research
organi zation, such as university, college, private
foundation, consulting firm or public agency that
has a mandate to performresearch, certifying that
the research proposal is for valid scientific,
educational, or other public purposes;

a summary of the goals of the study and the
justification for the research

a detailed research design including;

(a) the departnental resources and personnel that
may be needed for the study;

(b) the sanpling procedures for selecting innate
subjects or inmate records for the research
along with the criteria that will be used for
sanpl e sel ection;

(c) the procedures for data collection and copies
of research instrunments to be used, including
i nterview schedul es, guesti onnaires, dat a
collection forns, tests, etc.;

(d) the security procedures that will be foll owed
to pr ot ect subj ect privacy and
confidentiality; and

(e) details of conpensation, if any, to be paid
to inmate subjects.

a copy of the witten summary requested by 103 CWVR
180.10 (1).



180. 09 Procedure for obtaining Approval to Conduct Qutside

Soci al Sci ence Research

1

If the study is to be perforned at a correctional
facility two copies of the application prepared in
accordance wth section 180.08 shall be submtted
to the research nmanager who wll review and
circulate to the appropriate superintendent.

(a) If the study requires the direct involvenent
of i nmat es, such as by responding to
interviews or conpleting questionnaires, the
superintendent may ask a representative group
of inmates to review the research proposa
and to submt to hinfher a recommendation for
approval or disapproval of the research
appl i cation.

(b) The superintendent shall forward to the
research manager one copy of the application,
together with his/her recomendation and the
recommendation of the representative inmate
group, where such a recommendati on exi sts.

(c) The research manager shall then forward the
research application to the Comm ssioner for
a final decision. He/ she shall include the
recommendati on of the superintendent and the
inmate group, where such a recomendation
exi sts, al ong W th hi s/ her own
reconmendat i on.

If the study is to be perfornmed in the central
office, two copies of the application prepared in
accordance with 103 CVR 180.08 shall be submtted
to the research manager for review The research
manager shall forward one copy of the application
to the Comm ssioner for final decision, along with
hi s/ her reconmendat i on for appr oval or
di sapproval .

For studies which require access to crimnal
of fender record information (CORI), an application
shall be nade to the Crimnal Hi story Systens
Board in accordance with the regul ati ons cont ai ned
in Appendix (1) and in the format of Appendi x (2).

A copy of this application shall be submtted to
the research nanager. If this application
contains the information required in 103 CMR
180.08, a separate application to the Departnment



of Correction will not be necessary. |Individuals,
contractors of the departnent, and/ or ot her
agencies who already have CORl clearance for
purposes other than research (e.g., therapeutic
treatnment) nust still file an Access to Crimna
O fender Record Information For the Purpose of
Research application

The applicant shall provide the research manager
with a copy of the decision letter of the Crim nal
Hi story Systens Board. No research involving
access to CORI shall be permtted to commence
until approval has been secured from the Crim nal
Hi story Systens Board.

The Comm ssi oner shal | provi de witten
notification of his decision to approve or
di sapprove a research proposal to the applicant,
the research manager, and, where appropriate, the
superi nt endent and the representative inmate

group.

180. 10 Conduct of CQutside Social Science Research

1

The principal researcher shall explain the study
and its justification to all potential subjects.
A witten sunmary in layman's |anguage shall be
prepared to facilitate this explanation and a copy
shal |l be provided to each

potential subject. it shall be nade clear to al
inmates that their participation in the research
shal | be purely voluntary and that their
participation shall in no way affect the terns or
| ength of their confinenent.

Resear ch i nvolving crimnal of f ender record
information (CORI) shal | be conducted in

accordance wth the regulations contained in
Appendi x (1).

The principal researcher shall maintain records
adequate to enable the research manager or the
superintendent to ascertain the status of a study
at any tine.

Any data <collected during the course of the
research shall be wused only in the manner
described to the subject prior to his/her entry
into the study or in a manner specifically
permtted by the subject subsequently.

No inmate who is a research subject shall receive
conpensation, renuneration, or paynent of any kind



in connection with a research study wthout the
express perm ssion of the superintendent of the
institution. Such paynents, if approved, shall be
consistent with the legal guidelines relating to
work release and other inmate work prograns
conducted by the departnent.

No enployee of +the departnent shall receive
conpensation, renuneration, or paynent of any kind
from the researcher. An enpl oyee receiving such
conpensation, renuneration, or paynent shall be
subj ect to adm ni strative sanctions deened
appropriate by the Conmm ssioner.

180. 11 Fol | ow-up Reports on Qutside Social Science Research

1

| medi ately following the institutional or centra
of fi ce phase of any research study, a brief report
shall be prepared by the principal researcher.
This report shall include a sunmary of the conduct
of the study. Copies of this report shall be sent
to the research manager and to the superintendent
of any involved institution.

When the entire research is conpleted, a copy of
any report of the results which may be prepared or
published shall be provided by the principal
researcher to the research manager and the
superi nt endent .

In any report of results, researchers shall not
use correct nanes of subjects or describe any
inmate in such detail that he/she mght be
i dentified.

Witten policy and procedure governing the conduct
of research in the institution shall conply with
state and Federal guidelines. For the use and
di ssem nation of research findings and wth
accepted professional and scientific ethics.

180. 12 Vi ol ati ons of Qut si de Soci al Sci ence Resear ch

Regul ati ons

1

Vi ol ations of these regulations on outside
research or other departnent regulations in the
course of the research may lead to renoval of
perm ssion to conduct the current study and any
further research

Violations of the regulations of Appendix (1) with
regard to crimnal offender record information may



180. 13

180. 14

180. 15

subject the violator to civil or crimna
liability under MG L. c. 6, ss. 177 and 178.

Departnent Soci al Science Research

1

Research Design - A research design for departnent
research shall be prepared in accordance wth 103
CMVMR 180.08(4), (5), and (6).

Superintendent Review - |f the study is to be
performed at a correctional institution, the
superintendent shall have the opportunity to
review the research design and make  any
recomendations prior to the start of research.

Comm ssi oner Review - The Conmm ssioner shall have
the opportunity to review the research design and
make t he deci si on regar di ng approval or
di sapproval of the research

Voluntary participation of Inmates - [If the
research design calls for the direct participation
of inmates, such as by responding to interviews or
conpleting questionnaires, it shall be nade clear
to all inmates that their participation in the
research shall be voluntary.

Dissemnation of Research Results - Research
results shall be available to the Conm ssioner
and, where the study has been conducted at a
correctional institution, the superintendent.
Research findings shall ordinarily be published
and distributed, unless it had previously been
determ ned by the Conm ssioner that the study be
conducted for internal purposes only.

Appendi x

Appendix (1) is a docunment entitled, "803 CVR 8.00
Access to CORI for Research Purposes.”

Appendi x (2) is a docunent entitled, "Application for
access to Crimnal Ofender Record Information for the
Pur pose of Research.™

Responsi bl e Staff

1

The research manager shall be responsible for the
i npl enentation of these regul ati ons throughout the
depart nent.

Each superintendent shall be responsible for
i npl ementation of this policy, and for the



180. 16

180. 17

180. 18

devel opnent of any and all necessary and
appropriate facility policies and procedures.

Revi ew Dat e

103 CVR 180.00 shall be reviewed annually from the
effective date by the Conm ssioner or his designee
The party or parties conducting the review shall
devel op a nenorandumto the Comm ssioner with a copy to
the central policy file indicating that the review has
been conpl et ed. Recomendati ons for revisions,
additions or deletions shall be included.

Severability C ause

If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause,
or phrase of 103 CMR 180.00 is for any reasons held to
be unconstitutional, contrary to statute, in excess of
the authority of the Commissioner or otherw se
i noperative, such decision shall not affect the
validity of any other article, section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase of these regul ations.

Ef fective Date

These regul ations are effective upon publication in the
Massachusetts Regi ster



